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The University of Dayton

News Release
Jan. 10, 1992
Contact: Dick Kubik

MILITARY TRAINING TO OBSERVE
75TH ANNIVERSARY AT UD IN 1992

DAYTON, Ohio - - The Army ROTC unit at the University of
Dayton will celebrate 75 years of military presence on campus
during 1992.
Military training at UD was introduced on April 18, 1917,
when the University was still known as st. Mary's College.

Capt.

J. Orin Donovan, stationed at the National Military Home in

Dayton, was commissioned to take charge of the training as the
nation entered World War I.
Training was optional for students.

Two compan1es were

formed and each student supplied his own uniform, consisting of
khaki trousers with canvas leggings, gray wool shirts and
campaign hats.
In 1919, an Army ROTC unit was officially established and in
the autumn of 1920, military training was made a required study
for freshmen and sophomores.

Ever since, with the exception of

the World War II period, Army ROTC has been active on campus
although it was changed to a voluntary program in 1969.
Current Army ROTC enrollment at UD is 153, including 49
women.
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The first woman was admitted to the UD advanced program

in 1974.
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During the 1991-92 school year, the Army ROTC battalion on
campus will highlight the 75th anniversary in many of its regular
activities.
One such event will be the battalion's annual Military Ball,
to be held March 13 at the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Officer's Club.
The current Army ROTC Battalion Commander at UD is Lt. Col.
Charles D. Coaker of Beavercreek.

He noted that the mission of

Army ROTC is to "commission the future officer leadership of the
u.s. Army."
At UD, the Army ROTC program is divided into two parts:
basic course and the advanced course.
field are eligible.

the

students in any degree

Those in the advanced course are prepared to

become United states Army second lieutenants upon successful
completion of both the University's requirements and the ROTC
curriculum.
The first institution of higher learning that prescribed
military training as part of its curriculum was the American
Literary, Scientific and Military Academy in Northfield, vt.

The

college, now known as Norwich University, was founded in 1819.
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For media interviews, call Major c. Burger, executive officer of
the Army ROTC at UD, at (513) 229-3326.
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